
Due to the unfounded accusations that have purposefully been made against me in the written and 
visual media over the past few days it has become necessary to make the following announcement 
to the public. 

1. I am a scientist. In every instance I have served my country as a scientist, and will continue to do 
so for the rest of my life. 

2. I established Baskent University and many affiliated institutions. They have been founded under 
the auspices of the Haberal Education Foundation and the Turkish Transplantation and Burn 
Treatment Foundation, and therefore belong to our people. I am happy to have founded these 
institutions that still successfully serve in the fields of education, health, communication, and 
tourism, and which provide employment to ten thousand people.

3. On April 22, 2000, our late Prime Minister, Mr. Bülent Ecevit, nominated me from outside of 
the Grand National Assembly of Turkey to be a candidate in the running for the 10th Presidency 
of Turkey. Out of respect for democracy and parliament, I declined this honorable position and 
announced this to the public in a press release made on April 24, 2000.

4. I founded several national and international scientific organizations. I represented my country 
with success in leading scientific organizations of the world as Honorary Member, Member of 
the Executive Councils, and as President. 

5. I carried out all of my efforts within the provisions of the law and constitutional rights. I had NO 
OTHER PURPOSE than to SERVE my country for its advancement and enrichment. 

6. With reference to the ailments of our late Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit, the initial diagnosis was 
made and his treatment was started at another hospital by resident physicians. Mr. Ecevit was 
first hospitalized at Baskent University Ankara Hospital on May 4, 2002, for other complaints at 
which time he was treated and discharged after 48 hours. 

 Later, on May 15, 2002, when hospitalized at Baskent University Ankara Hospital, Mr. Ecevit was 
successfully treated by a Health Commission made up of doctors that were highly specialized in 
their field. On 27 May, 2002, Mr. Ecevit was discharged at his and his wife, Mrs. Rahşan Ecevit’s, 
request. 

 As the condition did not lie within my area of expertise, I was not a part of the Health Commission 
at Baskent University Ankara Hospital that carried out the treatment procedures for our late 
Prime Minister, Mr. Bülent Ecevit. At the time, I was involved only in my official capacity as 
Rector of Baskent University. 

OBLIGATORY PUBLIC STATEMENT



 The late Mr. Bülent Ecevit’s examinations and treatments continued for approximately one 
month following his discharge from the hospital. In addition to this treatment which was carried 
out at Mr. Ecevit’s residence by the Health Commission working at Baskent Universality Ankara 
Hospital, Mr. Ecevit returned to our hospital on June 26, 2002 for a check-up and further tests. 
By returning to Baskent University Ankara Hospital one month after being discharged, rather 
than preferring another hospital, shows that Mr. Ecevit was pleased with the treatment he had 
received.

 Furthermore, in the “Committee Reports” prepared by the Baskent University Ankara Hospital 
Health Commission on May 27, 2002, May 28, 2002, and June 26, 2002, and in the “Status 
Report” of July 1, 2002, “BED REST” WAS NOT RECOMMENDED. On the contrary, it was 
clearly stated that “2 HOURS OF OFFICE WORK PER DAY” WAS ALLOWED.  

 As a matter of fact, in the final “Status Report” of July 1, 2002, prepared by the Baskent 
University Ankara Hospital Health Commission, referencing the first report, it was repeated 
that Mr. Ecevit could “continue with his daily activities” so long as he was “not exposed to 
any trauma.” In addition, it can clearly be seen that nowhere in the report is it suggested that 
the patient would need to return for further check-ups. 

 The reports prepared by Baskent University Ankara Hospital relating to the late Prime 
Minister, Mr. Bülent Ecevit, were officially recorded by me, in my capacity as Rector of the 
University, and were HAND DELIVERED by the security manager to Prime Minister Bülent 
Ecevit, his wife Mrs. Rahşan Ecevit, and the Undersecretary of the Prime Ministry, Mr. 
Ahmet Şağar.  

7. It is important that I state that during his treatment at Baskent University Ankara Hospital, our 
late Prime Minister Mr. Bülent Ecevit had no reservations about me or any of his attending 
physicians. In fact, after his discharge from hospital, A THANK YOU LETTER from him and 
his wife Mrs. Rahşan Ecevit, was sent to me as representative of Baskent University. Additionally, 
in response to speculations in the media regarding his treatment, he made several written and 
verbal statements refuting all allegations, and thanked Baskent University, its doctors and 
me repeatedly for restoring his health, which is a sure sign that these accusations are entirely 
unfounded. This truth was reiterated by our late Prime Minister Mr. Bülent Ecevit and his wife 
Mrs. Rahşan Ecevit in the behind the scenes footage of Karaoglan Documentary that was aired 
on CNN Turk television channel. As such, the claims that the late Prime Minister Bülent Ecevit 
would be given an incapacity report are based solely on hearsay and have NO RELATION to 
either myself or any doctors employed at Baskent University Ankara Hospital. 

 Moreover, from the date of his discharge from hospital on May 27, 2002, all reports prepared by 
Baskent University Ankara Hospital, including the final Status Report prepared on June 1, 2002, 
it was clearly stated that the patient could continue all daily activities. Claims that an “incapacity 
report” was going to be issued for the patient show how far from the truth these accusations are. 
In fact, after being discharged from hospital, Mr. Ecevit took part in election rallies, continued 
his duties as Prime Minister for a further 7 months, and lived for four and a half more years, 
which are all proof that the treatment he received at Baskent University was successful. 



8. I would like to state I have no relation with any illegal organization. This can be clearly 
seen by the path I have taken and the life I have led to date. 

 I have also learned that, in response to the case file that was opened about me, none of 
the highest intelligence agencies of the state, including the Security General Directorate, 
the National Intelligence Organization, the Office of the General Staff of the Military, 
and the Gendarmerie General Command have shown any prior knowledge of such a 
terrorist organization. 

9. Despite these facts, on April 13, 2009, I was unfortunately taken into CUSTODY in my 
home in Ankara, and was subsequently taken to Istanbul, where I was then PLACED 
UNDER ARREST on April 17, 2009 WITHOUT SHOWING ANY LEGAL 
GROUNDS. For this reason, my health has increasingly declined and has reached life-
threatening dimensions. Despite this, I continue to experience serious health issues in 
prison where I am kept in negative health conditions. 

10. Exactly 356 days after I was arrested, on April 5-6, 2010, my statement was taken via video 
conference from the Istanbul University Cardiology Institute, where I was being treated for 
serious health issues. 185 questions were directed at me by the Panel of Judges and by the Counsel 
for the Prosecution. However, during the cross examination NOT ONE SINGLE QUESTION 
WAS ASKED regarding the TERRORIST ORGANIZATION of which I have been accused of 
being linked to. 

11. Until June 12, 2011, without knowing my crime I asked “WHAT IS MY CRIME?” as a scientist, 
and from June 13, 2011, as a CHP Deputy for Zonguldak of the 24th Session of Parliament, 
and representing the NATIONAL WILL, as I have done for 3 years and 2 months, I continue to 
wait and SEEK AN ANSWER to the question, “WHAT IS MY CRIME?”

12. Despite the laws and the constitution being unchanged, in 1987 and 2007, Members of Parliament 
who were under arrest for similar crimes were released by the courts. When we look at our recent 
political past, including in the initial years of democracy, it is also a widely known fact that, in 
1950 and 1957, members of parliament who were under arrest were released immediately by the 
courts. 

 NOT A SINGLE SHRED OF EVIDENCE WAS FOUND during the searches that were made 
of my residence and my offices. During the trial that has continued for 3 years and 2 months, 
THE COURT HAS NOT SPECIFIED WHICH PIECE OF EVIDENCE HAS SHOWN 
SUFFICIENT SUSPICION OF GUILT TO WARRANT MY ARREST and, in all this time, 
NO NEW EVIDENCE AGAINST ME HAS BEEN ENTERED INTO MY CASE FILE by the 
prosecution. To the contrary, my innocence was once again proven by the contradictory 
evidence given by the latest witness that was questioned in court. 



 In short, even though 3 years and 2 months have passed, I have still been unable to learn WHAT 
MY CRIME IS. I am, first and foremost, a Scientist, and at the same time I AM A MEMBER 
OF PARLIAMENT REPRESENTING THE TURKISH PEOPLE, BUT I AM STILL UNDER 
ARREST. 

 I believe that according to Articles 34 and 101/2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
Article 141/3 of the Constitution, the Grand Courts, which are obliged to rule in the name of 
the Turkish People, MUST EITHER SATISFY THE PUBLIC CONSCIENCE BY STATING 
DEFINITIVELY WHAT EVIDENCE THEY HAVE BASED MY ARREST ON, or THEY 
MUST RELEASE ME IMMEDIATELY SO THAT I MAY CARRY OUT MY DUTIES TO MY 
PEOPLE. 

 I must sadly state that, it is UNACCEPTABLE IN A DEMOCRATIC STATE OF LAW for a 
member of parliament who has been elected by popular vote and who, according to Article 80 of 
the Constitution, REPRESENTS ALL OF THE TURKISH PEOPLE, to be tried under a state of 
arrest for so long despite precedents to the contrary, and that in the international arena this makes 
us a country whose NATIONAL WILL IS BEING KEPT CAPTIVE.

The regard belongs to our esteemed people.

Respectfully, 

Mehmet Haberal, MD, FACS (Hon), FICS (Hon), FASA (Hon)
CHP Member of Parliament for Zonguldak


